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INSPECTORS’  REPORT. 


To  His  Excellency  the  Governor ,  and  the  Honorable  Council. 

The  Board  of  Inspectors  of  Rainsford  Island  Hospital  submit 
their  Annual  Report,  for  the  year  ending  September  30,  1865, 
of  the  state  of  the  institution,  with  a  list  of  the  salaried  officers 
and  their  salaries,  and  an  inventory  of  the  stock  and  supplies, 
and  the  value  and  amount  thereof  at  that  date. 

As  to  the  state  of  the  institution,  the  Report  of  the  Superin¬ 
tendent,  appended  hereto,  gives  the  details  of  its  operations  and 
condition  during  the  year.  It  will  be  seen  thereby  that  the 
number  of  patients  has  been  quite  limited  until  the  latter 
portion  of  the  year,  when  there  was  considerable  increase,  but 
not  to  one-half  of  the  number  that  could  have  been  accom¬ 
modated.  Owing  to  this  small  number,  the  average  cost  of 
support  is  very  much  higher  than  it  would  have  been  had  the 
institution  been  kept  full.  Whether  there  are  not,  in  the  other 
institutions  of  the  Commonwealth,  a  sufficient  number  of  proper 
hospital  patients  to  have  filled  this,  and  thereby  relieved  the 
others  where  they  most  needed  relief,  is  best  known  to  those 
who  have  the  general  supervision  of  all  these  institutions. 
We  can  only  repeat  our  own  belief,  as  repeatedly  heretofore 
expressed,  that  there  are  cases  enough  demanding  hospital 
treatment,  in  our  several  State  pauper  establishments,  to  fill 
all  our  hospital -buildings,  and  thereby  make  this  institution 
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relatively  much  more  economical  and  useful.  The  power  to 
change  this  condition  of  things  resides  elsewhere  than  in  your 
Inspectors,  or  else  we  think  an  effort  would  be  made  for  a 
change. 

The  military  barracks  have  been  completed  as  authorized, 
and  have  furnished  comfortable  quarters  for  some  sixty  soldiers 
who  have  required  hospital  treatment. 

Both  of  the  wharves  at  the  island  need  material  repairs  at 
an  early  day,  and  specific  appropriations  will  be  required  for 
each  of  these  purposes. 

The  approach  of  the  Asiatic  cholera  to  our  shores  once 
more  may  make  it  necessary  to  make  further  provisions  for  its 
possible  reception  in  Boston  Harbor. 

We  append  the  following  list  of  salaried  officers  and  their 
salaries : — 


George  L.  Underwood,  Superintendent,  .  .  $1,500  00 

J.  Warren  Newcomb,  Assistant- Superintendent,  .  500  00 

A.  Anderson,  Steward ,  ......  238  00 

Mary  M.  Patterson,  Matron,  .....  240  00 

J.  M.  Churchill,  Inspector,  .....  150  00 

W.  J.  Dale,  “  .  150  00 

J.  I.  Baker,  “  .  150  00 


We  also  annex  the  following  Summary  of  Property,  as  valued 
by  David  Bryant,  Appraiser  : — 


Live  Stock,  1  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $798  24 

Carriage  and  Agricultural,  .  .  .  .  .  874  71 

Beds  and  Bedding,  ......  6,351  46 

Other  Furniture,  ......  2,035  05 

Mechanical  and  Machinery, .  .  .  .  .  741  92 

Dry  Goods,  .......  206  49 

Property  in  Superintendent’s  Department,  .  .  6,813  23 

Ready-made  Clothing, . 2,014  67 

Drugs  and  Medicines,  .....  1,623  26 

Provisions  and  Groceries, .  774  87 

Products  of  Farm,  ......  396  90 
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Fuel,  .  ' 

Library,  . 

Total  Personal  Property, 

Buildings,  ....... 

Land,  .  •«.•••• 

Aggregate  of  Real  and  Personal  Property, 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


2,572  00 
393  83 


25,096  68 

44,460  00 
16,618  50 


$86,175  18 


J.  M.  CHURCHILL, 
JOHN  I.  BAKER, 
WM.  J.  DALE, 

Inspectors. 


Boston,  October  14, 1865. 
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SUPERINTENDENT’S  REPORT. 


To  the  Inspectors  of  Rainsford  Island  Hospital : 

Gentlemen, — I  respectfully  submit  to  you  the  Report  of  this 
Hospital,  for  the  year  ending  September  30,  1865. 

The  number  of  patients  in  the  hospital  Oct.  1, 1864,  was  34 
Admitted  since,  .......  385 

Born  during  the  year,  ......  9 

-  428 


Discharged  since  October  1,  . 

.  234 

Died  during  the  year,  ..... 

eo 

t- 

Remaining  September  30,  .... 

.  121 

— 

428 

Greatest  number  at  any  one  time, 

121 

Least  number  at  any  one  time, 

• 

34 

Weekly  average  in  hospital, 

• 

68 

Number  admitted  since  opening  of  hospital,  . 

• 

7,329 

Of  the  385  patients,  there  were  born, — 

In  the  United  States,  .... 

172 

Massachusetts,  ..... 

.  97 

Other  States,  ..... 

.  75 

In  foreign  countries,  .... 

213 

Ireland,  .  .  .  .  .  * 

.  128 

England,  ...... 

9 

British  Provinces,  .... 

.  51 

Elsewhere  abroad,  .  ’  . 

.  25 
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Of  the  number  received,  there  were  admitted  in 
October,  ........  17 

November,  ........  23 

December, . .  17 

January,  ........  33 

February, .  19 

March,  ........  31 

April,  ........  30 

May,  ........  38 

June,  ........  28 

July,  55 

August,  . .  43 

September,  . .  51 

The  following  list  contains  the  diseases  treated  : — 

Marasmus,  ........  2 

Rheumatism,  .......  11 

Cholera  Morbus,  .  18 

Diarrhoea, .  1 

Dysentery, .  3 

Typhoid  Fever,  .......  10 

Typhus  Fever,  .......  1 

Scrofula,  . .  1 

Diseases  of  Eye, .  22 

Paralysis,  ........  10 

Intermittent  Fever, .  1 

Delirium  Tremens,  ......  28 

Inflammation  of  Brain,  .....  3 

Phthisis,  ........  13 

Pneumonia, .  7 

Pleurisy,  ........  1 

Bronchitis,  ........  2 

Erysipelas,  ........  6 

Lupus,  ........  1 

Smallpox, .  Ill 

Scarlet  Fever,  ........  1 

Measles, .  1 

Other  skin  diseases,  ......  5 

Amputations,  .......  3 

Necrosis, .  5 
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Ulcers, . 

Syphilis,  ...... 

Gonorrhoea,  ...... 

Cancer,  ....... 

Hip  Disease,  ..... 

Fistula  in  Ano,  ..... 

Burns,  ...... 

Disease  of  Spine,  ..... 

Frost-bite,  ...... 

Fracture  in  Femur,  .... 

Other  Fractures,  ..... 

Abscess, . 

Caries,  ...... 

Pregnant,  .  . 

Bright’s  Disease,  ..... 
Ascites,  ...... 

Moribund,  . . 

Various  diseases,  ..... 

There  have  been  73  deaths  during  the  year 
Causes  of  death, — 

Phthisis, . 

Smallpox,  ...... 

Delirium  Tremens,  .... 

Moribund,  ...... 

Syphilis, . 

Marasmus,  ...... 

Erysipelas,  ...... 

Dysentery,  ...... 

Empyema,  ...... 

Apoplexy, . 

Burn,  ....... 

Paralysis,  ...... 

Caries  Hip  Joint,  ..... 

Caries,  ...... 

Epilepsy,  ...... 

Typhoid  Fever, . 

Gangrenous  Stomatizis, 

Gangrene,  ...... 

Congestion  of  Lungs,  .... 


13 

36 

5 

2  . 

6 
2 

3 
2 
2 

\i 

15 

1 

2 

4 
21 


7 

27 

3 

4 

5 
2 
1 
4 
1 
1 
1 
3 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
2 
1 
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Debility, .  1 

Peritonitis, . 1 

Ascites, .  1 

Bright’s  Disease, .  1 

Hemorrhage, .  1 


Expenditures  from  October  1,  1864,  to  October  1, 1865  : — 


1.  Salaries  and  Wages, . 

•  •  • 

$4,219  59 

2.  Provisions  and  Supplies, — 

Meats  of  all  kinds, 

.$2,646  39 

Fish, . 

.  408  26 

Fruits  and  Vegetables,  . 

.  262  86 

Flour,  (129  bbls.)  . 

.  1,323  37 

Grain  and  Meal, 

.  184  86 

Tea,  Coffee,  and  Chocolate, 

.  418  93 

Sugar  and  Molasses, 

.  467  07 

Milk,  Butter,  and  Cheese, 

.  1,924  76 

Salt  and  other  Groceries, 

.  553  56 

All  other  Provisions, 

.  729  19 

Total  Provisions  and  Supplies, 

8,919  25 

3.  Clothing,  .... 

199  24 

4.  Fuel  and  Lights, 

2,577  47 

5.  Medicines  and  Medical  Supplies, 

781  09 

6.  Furniture,  Beds,  and  Bedding, 

2,525  34 

7.  Transportation, 

2,437  50 

8.  Ordinary  Repairs, 

2,018  77 

9.  All  other  Expenses,  . 

286  40 

Total  Current  Expenditures,  . 

. 

$23,964  65 

Extraordinary  Expenditures : — 

Ventilators  for  Male  Hospital, 

.  $131  15 

Repairing  Long  Building, 

.  171  00 

Total  Extraordinary  Expenditures, 

302  15 

• 

Unpaid  Bills,  .... 

•  •  • 

924  98 

Total  Expenditures, . $25,191  78 

2 
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From  this  amount  should  be  deducted — 

Increased  Value  of  Assets,  .  .  .$5,250  28 

Support  of  Soldiers  in  Military  Barracks,  864  50 
Debt  due  from  United  States  for  Board 

of  Soldiers  sick  with  Smallpox,  .  264  00 

Total, . . —  $6,378  78 

Making  the  net  sum  for  support  of  inmates,  .  .  $18,813  00 

Dividing  this  amount  by  68,  the  average  number  of 
inmates  during  the  year,  gives  an  average  Annual 
Cost  of  .......  $276  66 

And  an  average  Weekly  Cost  of  ...  $5  32 

The  increased  average  weekly  expense  this  year  is  owing  to 
the  great  reduction  in  the  number  of  patients  in  the  hospital. 
We  began  the  year  with  only  34  inmates,  and  owing  to  the 
unprecedented  absence  of  disease  among  the  poorer  classes  of 
the  community,  our  number  was  under  ninety,  until  within 
about  two  months. 

Our  repairs  have  amounted  to  over  $2,000,  the  greater  part 
of  which  sum  has  been  expended  upon  the  various  buildings. 
When  our  wharf  was  repaired  two  years  ago,  as  no  special 
appropriation  was  made  for  the  purpose,  nothing  was  done  that 
was  not  absolutely  necessary  at  the  time.  The  inner  wharf, 
which  had  formerly  been  used  for  discharging  coal  and  other 
heavy  freight,  was  left  in  its  dilapidated  condition,  and  our  coal 
has  been  received  upon  the  long  pier,  and  carried  ashore  on 
carts.  This  has  greatly  injured  the  wharf,  which  was  never 
intended  for  such  heavy  work,  and  it  is  now  in  such  a  condition 
that  it  is  unsafe  for  a  horse.  It  will  be  impossible  to  receive 
any  more  coal  upon  the  island,  until  our  wharves  are  repaired. 

The  last  legislature  appropriated  $500  for  repairs  and 
additions  to  the  long  building  at  West  Head,  that  it  might  be 
fitted  for  the  reception  of  discharged  soldiers.  This  money 
was  expended,  and  the  building  was  ready  for  the  reception  of 
patients  in  June. 

Since  that  time  the  average  weekly  number  under  treatment 
has  been  eleven. 
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As  no  special  appropriation  was  made  for  the  support  of  these 
soldiers,  we  have  been  obliged  to  use  the  funds  of  the  institution 
for  this  purpose,  though  they  are  not  considered  inmates,  and 
their  names  do  not  appear  on  our  books. 

In  estimating  the  expenses  of  these  soldiers,  I  have  added  to 
the  average  weekly  cost  of  inmates,  the  increased  cost  of  their 
rations,  which  are  of  much  better  quality  than  those  served  to 
the  other  patients. 

In  conclusion,  let  me  express  my  thanks  for  your  kindness 
throughout  the  year. 


GEO.  L.  UNDERWOOD. 


MONTHS. 
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Table  No.  2, 

Showing  the  Causes  of  Death,  the  Whole  Number,  Sex,  Mental  Condition,  Numbers  in  each  Month,  and  the  Ages  of  those  who  have 
Died  in  Rainsford  Island  Hospital  from  October  1,  1863,  to  September  30,  1864,  and  the  Whole  Number  since  opening  of 
Institution. 
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Phthisis,  .  .  . 
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Del.  Tremens,  . 

Moribund,  .  . 

Syphilis,  .  .  . 

Marasmus,  .  . 

Erysipelas,  .  . 

Dysentery,  .  . 

Empyema,  .  . 

Apoplexy,  .  . 

Burn, .... 

Paralysis,  .  . 

Caries,  Hip  J’nt, 

1865.] 
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Caries,  .  .  . 

Epilepsy,  .  . 

Typhoid  Fever, 

Gangrenous  ) 
Stomatitis,  } 

Gangrene,  .  . 

Cong,  of  Lungs, 

Debility, .  .  . 

Peritonitis,  .  . 

Ascites,  .  .  . 

Bright’s  Dis.,  . 

Hemorrhage,  . 

Total,  .  .  . 
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Table  No.  8, 

Showing  the  Number  of  Births  in  Rainsford  Island  Hospital  from 
October  1,  1864,  to  September  30,  1865,  during  each  Month ,  with  a 
statement  of  the  Sex,  and  whether  Illegitimate,  Twins,  or  Stillborn, 
with  the  Birthplace  of  the  Mothers,  and  the  Whole  Number  since  the 
opening  of  the  Institution. 


Illegitimate. 

Birthplace  of  Mother. 

MONTHS. 

Totals. 

Males. 

Females. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 
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to 
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Ireland. 
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British 

Provinces. 

Other 

Countries. 

October,  . 
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December, 
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5 
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Totals, 
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Whole  No.  since  'f 
opening  of  In-  > 
8titution,  .  .  > 
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